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bridge over the small branch. The Archduke, recognising the weakness of our position, repeatedly attacked the two villages and the centre, but, fortunately for us, did not think of forcing our weakest point, between Essling and the Danube, by which a strong column pushed vigorously forward might have reached the Uie de pont and destroyed us. All along our lines the slaughter was terrible, but absolutely necessary to save the honour of France and the portion of the army which had crossed the Danube.
To  check the energy of the enemy's attacks, Marshal Lannes frequently resumed the offensive against their centre, and forced it back, but they soon returned with reinforcements.    On one of these occasions, Lab6doy§re got a grape-shot in his foot, and Watteville a dislocated shoulder, his horse being killed under him by a cannon-ball.    Thus of all the staff Sub-lieutenant Le Couteulx and I remained, and I could not leave the marshal alone with that young officer, who, though brave enough, had no experience.    Wishing to retain me, he said, c Go, and get dressed; if you can then sit your horse, come back to me/    I went to the first field-hospital; the cr6wd df wounded was enormous^ and Hub had •run short.    A doctor put into my wound some of the coarse t6w which is used as wadding foir cannon, and the rough fibres gave me a good deal of pain.   Under other circumstances I should have gone to the rear, but now every man had to display all his energy, and I went back to the marshal.    I found him Very anxiousj having just heard that the Austrian^ had taken half of Aspern from Mass6na.    That villag6 was taken and re-taken many times.  Bssling was being vigorously attacked  at: that very  instant,   and  bravely  defended   by Boudet's division.    So fierce were both sides that they;were fighing in the midst df the burbaing houses, and barricading themselves with the hacked corpses which blocked the Streets. iPive times the Hungarian grenadiers w&re driven1 back$ but their  sixth attack succeeded.    They got possession Tof the 'village; all but the great:grain&ry5 iritofwhich?General Boudet withdrew, as into a citadel.   > i -    While this fighting wks going on, the> marshal sent meway, and walked rapidly, the Emperor appearing to be reprimanding him severely. Marshal Bessi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
